1.  The specification calls for an internal modem, this is obsolete.
Answer: Internal modem is synonomous with Internal Network Card.

2.  The specification calls for “E-modular USB 3.0” under USB version, this does not allow for an equivalent.
Answer: E-Modular USB 3.0 is the characteristic description for the USB version required in the laptop.  USB Version required is 3.0.

3.  As part of the Security Hardware and Smartcard Reader requirement, the specification calls for “FIPS Dell ControlVault.”  
Answer: FIPS Dell Control Vault is the characteristic of the requirement which is for security hardware and smart card reader which shall include fingerprint reader, smartcard reader and contactless smart cart reader.

4. As part of the Security Hardware and Smartcard Reader requirement, the specification calls for “Contactless Smartcard Reader.”  This does not allow for an equivalent.
Answer: Market research indicates several security hardware suites which provide internal laptop contactless smartcard readers.  They are available for internal integration into a variety of notebook or laptop computers.  

5. The specifications referenced are all unique to a single manufacturer.
Answer: The requirement is not unique to a single manufacturer or company.  The brand name laptop and equivalents to it are openly available through multiple manufacturers and re-sellers.  Market research indicates a near certainty that award will be made to an authorized small business reseller of the brand name or an equivalent meeting the minimum salient performance characteristics, therefore sole source justification is not required.

6. Is there a preference for a brand name smart card reader as required in CLIN 0003?
Answer: No.
