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I.  PURPOSE.  The purpose of this announcement is to seek industry input to identify current, off-the-shelf availability and capabilities of mobile meteorological and oceanographic (METOC) tactical equipment technologies to meet Marine Corps METOC requirements for seabasing, ship-to-objective-maneuver (STOM), operational maneuver from the sea (OMFTS), and non-combatant operations.

II.  DESCRIPTION. (This Commercial Agency Announcement (CAA) does not obligate the Government to render awards in response to this announcement).

The Government is soliciting technical concept papers addressing current, off-the-shelf availability and capabilities of mobile METOC tactical equipment technologies to meet METOC requirements for use by the U.S. Marine Corps.  The mobile METOC tactical equipment internal components will be integrated into a network-centric environment within a hard shelter structure installed on a highly mobile multipurpose-wheeled vehicle (HMMWV).  Antenna mountings on the outside of the HMMWV hard shelter will be required as long as interference with RADAR operations is not encountered. Remote antenna placement, when required, is acceptable with alignment procedures, cable embarkation, and set-up/tear-down procedures of less than 15 minutes. All external mountings on the hard shelter will be comprised of "quick-assembly/disassembly."  Industry should address licensing requirements, proprietary and extent of technology (e.g., open-architecture), maintenance requirements, per unit cost, and provide a rough order of magnitude (ROM) for life cycle cost for its proposed concepts.  Proprietary and non-proprietary software solutions must be explicitly stated and described. Addressing the availability of existing operator and maintenance training (i.e., CD-ROM, video) is encouraged. Site visits by Government representatives to evaluate METOC tactical equipment capabilities and technologies will be provided by the offeror at no cost to the Government.

III.  SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS
All technical concept papers will be evaluated.  The technical concept papers shall be no longer than 20 pages in length, including diagrams, graphics, tables and attachments and should outline the following:

1. Proposed objectives and approach

2. Technical capabilities (Table 1-1)

3. Relevant past performance of no more than 5 contracts (Government or Commercial) within the last 5 years. If the RADAR system is a new system and does not have past performance data, detailed information concerning hardware test/certification should be of sufficient detail for evaluating the utility of the RADAR system proposed.

a. Past performance:  Utilizing the Specific and General capabilities matrix outlined in Table 1-1, provide "operational past performance" data relative to the RADAR system(s) the offeror submitted for evaluation. This operational past performance will contain the number of years the RADAR system has been in service; the top three high failure rate components and what actions were taken to correct each deficiencies.  If the deficiency has not been corrected, so stipulate; and provide a list of no more than six purchasers (POC, telephone number, and address) of the RADAR system. Operational systems outside the continental United States, being used in a tactical/austere environment, are preferred.  

Or

b. Hardware Test/Certification:  The offeror shall provide operational test/certification data and statistical analysis of the RADAR system(s) performance criteria provided in Table 1-1, stipulate where the operational test and certification took place (e.g., in a lab, at a military installation, etc.), and shall be detailed to support the performance criteria (i.e, Ao 99.9% - what operational test/certification data supports this criteria).  Operational test data and statistical analysis shall support the RADAR system's performance.  The offeror's technical concept paper will be governed by the SPAWAR policy, which is to treat all proprietary proposals, if marked as such, as sensitive competitive information and to disclose their contents for the purpose of evaluation.  

4.  Not to exceed price. The offeror shall provide price information for up to 20 units over a five-year period; RADAR system warranty data, when the warranty begins and the period of warranty coverage; software maintenance patch responsibilities; operational system maintenance and user manual deficiency support, and period the Government could expect software upgrade releases to be made available as a condition of RADAR purchases.  In addition, the Government requests a single unit price. 

 Additional military application's not stated herein may be addressed in the offeror's response and will be evaluated. The Government may request an opportunity to evaluate real-time data acquisition, equipment assembly, software capabilities, and tactical military applications at the offeror's commercial/operational facility. This would be the offeror's opportunity to demonstrate the potential tactical use of the mobile METOC tactical equipment and may result in further operational experimentation construct. 

No debriefings of the technical concept papers will occur.  If participates are enhancing work performed under other DoD projects, they must identify the point of departure and what existing work will be brought forward, and what new work will be performed under this CAA.

The Government desires to have industry input.  This CAA will be closed after a one-year period from the date of the announcement.  

Topic 1 – Specific and General Capability Submission Topics.

Topic 1 provides Specific and General Submission Capability Topics for a mobile meteorological RADAR (tactical) technical concept paper.  Submission for Topic 1 is open until June 28, 2004.  Include in your description partnerships or associations with secondary companies/corporations, which support your meteorological RADAR hardware engineering, construction, and/or software builds. The secondary company/corporation name, address, and support relationship is required.  Any written material submitted in response to this CAA will not be returned.  It is the policy of SPAWAR to treat all proprietary proposals, if marked as such, as sensitive competitive information and to disclose their contents for the purpose of evaluation. Questions should be submitted to SPAWAR's Contracting POC’s Nicole Dubard, nicole.dubard@navy.mil or Heidi Radaford, heidi.radaford@navy.mil.

The following table must be completed and included in the offeror’s response.  If the offeror's RADAR is not capable of a current performance capability for any of the items listed in the table below, the offeror must insert “NONE” for each of the appropriate item’s current performance capability block. In some cases, the offeror has the opportunity to circle Yes or No for a specific capability.

Table 1-1

	SPECIFIC CAPABILITIES FOR THE 

MOBILE METEOROLOGICAL RADAR (TACTICAL)

	CAPABILITY
	CURRENT PERFORMANCE CAPABILITY

	Severe Weather Detection and Tracking
	Surveillance:   ____________Azimuth

                         ____________Elevation

	Reflectivity (Precipitation)
	____________nautical miles                

	Doppler (Radial Velocity)
	____________Real-time  ____________Assimilated

	Doppler Parameters
	+/- _______knots to _________ nautical miles

	Rainfall Rate Reporting
	Number of levels: ____________

___________dBz to __________dBz  (______ in/hr to ______ in/hr)



	Built-in Test 

Isolate Faults to 2 LRUs

Isolate Faults to 1 LRU

False Alarm

Software controlled: Self-

diagnostic, Calibration/alignment
	≥_________%

≥_________%

<_________%

Yes        /           No

	RADAR Height
	______________ to ______________ feet

	RADAR Antenna Size
	_________ feet/__________meters

	Portability
	Circle applicable item(s):  One-person/Two- person /Fork Lift/

                                           Crane/RTCH

	Assembly 

Radome Required
	- _________ Minutes-Antenna Pedestal and Antenna Dish

- _________ Minutes-Dish Only

Yes     /       No

	Operating Frequency 
	_______ to ________ Hz

	Frequency Adjustable in field
	Yes      /       No

	Operational Maneuverability
	 _______ miles per hour w/Antenna and Pedestal Mounted 

________ miles per hour w/ Pedestal Mounted



	Operational capability relative to wind speed 
	________miles per hour max sustained wind speed



	

	GENERAL RADAR CAPABILITIES

	Sustainability
	Can all out-of-shelter components sustain harsh environmental

effects (i.e., rain, heat/direct sun/ dust storms)                            Yes     or     No

	Geo-referenced Images
	- Uses standard WGS-84 background mapping?                         Yes     or     No

- Capable of overlaying images on common operational

picture(COP)/common tactical picture?                                       Yes     or    No

	External Software
	Capable of mosaic compilation of multiple RADAR images?    Yes     or     No

	Operating System 
	- Uses Windows GUI?                                                                  Yes     or    No

- RADAR system is capable of using multiple vendor

computer laptops for versatility of software on a variety

of laptop configurations?                                                              Yes    or     No

	Display
	- Capable of remote display and control up to 50 ft?                   Yes    or     No

- Capable of analyst-defined product generation?                        Yes    or     No

	File Types
	List all available exporting file types -

	Location
	GPS locatable?                                                                              Yes    or     No                 

What GPS accuracy?      __________________

                                                               


IV.  SITE VISITS.  

Government may request an on-site visit of a small evaluation team consisting of no more than three Government representatives.  This visit would be at no cost to the Government.  The reason for the evaluation team visit would be to view assessment of real-time product generation, tactical portability, and military applications.

V.  ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION.

A.  Electronic Submission Information

(1).  Offerors shall submit their technical concept papers electronically to SPAWAR under the instructions contained in this provision.  Offerors shall submit their technical concept papers as either scanned (TIFF) or PDF documents.  Electronic copies shall be submitted via the SPAWAR E-Commerce Central (SPAWAR E-CC).  Offerors submitting concept papers shall register in the SPAWAR E-CC and select their own password in order to submit a proposal.  Offerors are required to read the "Submitting a Proposal" webpage found in the SPAWAR E-CC.  For information about "e-Proposal" submissions, please visit the SPAWAR e-CC at https://e-commerce.spawar.navy.mil.  If technical problems occur with the SPAWAR e-CC, offerors are to immediately notify, via e-mail, the aforementioned SPAWAR Contracting Official and submit the concept paper via e-mail.

(2).  Each electronic file also shall be clearly marked to show the proposal volume number, solicitation number, and offeror's name.  Submissions shall not contain classified data.  The offeror's submission shall be in accordance with the requirements set forth below:

(a) Adobe Acrobat version 4.1 or greater shall be used to create the PDF files.

                  (b) Proprietary material must be clearly marked.

B.  Eligibility For Submission.  A commercial offeror's technical concept paper submission is not restricted in any way to any particular entity.  All interested responsible sources may submit a technical concept paper. Historically, black colleges and universities, minority institutions (including Hispanic serving institutions and Tribal colleges and universities), as well as small business, HUBZone small businesses, small disadvantaged businesses (including service-disabled veteran-owned small businesses), and women-owned small businesses are encouraged to participate.

VI. EVALUATION.

Evaluation criteria will be Topic 1 specific.  The offerors are encouraged to use operational product displays as part of their submission, but are not required.  Technical criteria, at a minimum, will include robustness, completeness, Human Machine Interface (HMI), Topic 1- Specific and General Capability Submission Topics, and the ability to exchange information across heterogeneous platforms.

Of the evaluation criteria listed below, technical is more important than past performance.  Technical and past performance together are more important than price, however, trade-offs may be made to obtain the best value to the Government.  The best value is represented by the most advantageous offers, price and other factors considered, providing the best combined technical, past performance/testing/certification, and price.

Evaluation Criteria

1. Technical Capabilities-  

· Specific Capabilities for the Mobile Meteorological Radar tactical listed in Table 1-1 are of equal importance; however, some trade-offs may be made for others.

2. Past Performance-

· Related past experience operational or

· Hardware test reports/analysis

      3.  Price

