There were two late questions received late last week that were important enough to grant an extension to the RFP due date to February 4, 2008.  This extension is not invitation to ask any more questions.  It is well past the Q&A period for this RFP.  These questions were answered because one of them impacted the Technical Matrix which has been changed to reflect the Government’s answers. 

Question #1:   Is there a specific Brand Name manufacturer and specific model being sought for the Standard Black/White Printer? 

Discussion

Company A is an interested party and intends to respond directly to the Navy's Solicitation Number: N00039-08-R-0006 with a fully compliant offering. Upon review and finalization of our proposal submission, our analysis has indicated that the specifications being requested under the aforementioned solicitation for CIIN # 0006AA defined as Standard Black/White Printer device as being peculiar to a specific Brand Name manufacturer and specific model. Company A respectfully requests confirmation of the Navy's intent surrounding its specifications to be for the specific Brand Name manufacturer and specific model. 

Answer #1: There is no intent to restict it to a specific Brand Name manufacturer and specific model.  The Navy is aware of more than one manufacturer and model which will meet the requirements specified.  The specifications selected for the device in question represent the Navy’s requirements for the device.  For example, the not-to-exceed size limitations represent necessary restrictions imposed by the existing shipboard footprints available for the printer.  
Question #2:  CPU and Memory Specifications for the Standard Laptop

Reference: 
Technical Requirement Matrix (TRM) - Worksheet <Standard Workstations>



Technical Requirement Matrix (TRM) – Worksheet <Standard Laptop>

	Standard Workstation 
	Standard Laptop

	Processor (Notes 2 and 3)
	Arithmetic MFLOPS (7,800)
CPU Multimedia Integer (23,400)
Memory Test Float (4,400)
	Processor (Notes 2 and 3)
	Arithmetic MFLOPS (7,800)
CPU Multimedia Integer (23,400)
Memory Test Float (4,400), 

	
	Supports either Intel EM64T or AMD64 ISA architectures.
	
	Supports either Intel EM64T or AMD64 ISA architectures.

	 
	 
	 
	 

	RAM
	2GB DDR2-800 Non-ECC
	RAM
	2GB DDR2-800 Non-ECC

	
	Expandable to 4GB Memory
	
	Expandable to 4GB Memory

	                       Technical Requirement Matrix (TRM) – Worksheet <Options & Upgrades>

                       (CPU Upgrade for Standard Laptop)

	Processor Upgrade
Arithmetic MFLOPS (11,000)
CPU Multimedia Integer (51,000)
Memory Test Float (4,600)
	Shall replace standard item when ordered with Laptop order. (See Notes on the Standard Laptop Required Specs tab of this spreadsheet).


Discussion:

  Our issue is twofold:

· RAM Specifications.  To the best of our knowledge, no manufacturer offers a notebook that is capable of interfacing and making full use of DDR2-800 SDRAM.  They all are designed to function with DDR2-667 SDRAM.  While DDR2-800 SDRAM modules are available in the market, they will only function at a bus speed of 667 MHz once installed in notebook computers available today which in effect renders them DDR2-667 devices. 

· CPU Benchmark Scores.  The “Memory Test Float” component of the CPU benchmark requirements is extremely difficult if not impossible to meet with notebook CPUs available today.  This brings about two problems:

· The cost of the notebook will be very high, and we do not know if this is the intention of the Government.

· If such CPU can satisfy the processor requirement of the Standard Laptop, it leaves the requirement for the Laptop Upgrade Processor in doubt if it can be filled.  

Please note that the processor requirement for the Standard Laptop is identical to that of the Standard Workstation, and we do not know if it is so as a result of an accidental “cut and paste” or the Government has tested, collected the benchmark scores, decided to use them as the requirements, and they just happen to be the same as those for the Standard Workstation.

Answer #2:  The Technical Matrix has been updated to reflect a change to the RAM as well as to the Memory Test Float benchmark.
