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TABLE II: TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 


I 

Tenns I Definitions 
Anomaly A deviation or departure from the nonnal order, fonn or rule; a perceived 

inconsistency between fee earned and contractor perfonnance (i.e., overall cost, 
schedule, and technical perfonnance) as documented in relevant, available 
Government sources. 

Tripwire An indicator related to contractor perfonnance that points to a potential anomaly. 
Contractor DoD system to assesses contractor perfonnance and provide a record, both positive 
Perfonnance and negative, on a given contractor during a specific period of time. Each 
Assessment assessment is supported by program and contract management data, such as cost 
Reporting System perfonnance reports, customer comments, quality reviews, technical interchange 
(CPARS) meetings, financial solvency assessments, construction/production management 

reviews, contractor operations reviews, functional perfonnance evaluations, and 
earned contract incentives. 

Infonnal Quarterly contractor perfonnance assessment reports applicable to ACA T I and 
Perfonnance ACAT II program contracts with a contract value over $50M. 
Assessment Reports 
(IPARS) 
Architect-Engineer DoD system that assesses a contractor's perfonnance and provides a record, both 
Contract positive and negative, on a given contract. Each evaluation is based on objective 
Administration facts and supported by contract management data, such as quality of A-E services 
Support System by discipline, and assessments of the attributes of the engineering services as to 
(ACASS) accuracy, thoroughness, schedules, cost constraints, technical capability, and other 

contract perfonnance requirements. 
Construction DoD system that assesses a contractor's perfonnance and provides a record, both 
Contractor Appraisal positive and negative, on a given contract. Each evaluation is based on objective 
Support System facts and supported by contract management data, such as contract perfonnance 
(CCASS) elements that evaluate quality, timely perfonnance, effectiveness of management, 

and compliance with contract tenns, labor standards, and safety requirements. 
Earned Value A program management tool that integrates the work scope, schedule, and cost 
Management (EVM) parameters of a program, in a manner providing objective perfonnance 

measurement and management. As work is perfonned, the corresponding 
budget value is "earned". 

EVMSystem EVM is an integrated management control system designed to assess, understand 
(EVMS) and quantify contractor achievements with program dollars. EVM integrates 

technical, cost, schedule, with risk management; allows objective assessment and 
quantification of current project perfonnance; and helps predict future perfonnance 
based on trends. 

Schedule A perfonnance index showing the percentage of variation, between planned and 
Perfonnance Index actual perfonnance, for the current period, cumulative to date time span, and at the 
(SPI) completion of the task. This metric represents schedule efficiency. 
Cost Perfonnance A perfonnance index showing the percentage of variation, between planned and 
Index (CPI) actual perfonnance, for the current period, cumulative to date time span, and at the 

completion of the task. This metric represents cost efficiency. 
Nunn-McCurdy Unit Unit cost reporting is required by 10 USC 2433. A "Nunn-McCurdy" unit cost 
Cost Breach breach occurs when a Major Defense Acquisition Program experiences an increase 
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of at least 15% in Program Acquisition Unit Cost or Average Procurement Unit 
Cost above the unit costs in the Acquisition Program Baseline. 
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