H-350  REIMBURSEMENT OF TRAVEL COSTS (DEC 2002)

(a) Contractor Request and Government Approval of Travel

Any travel under this contract must be specifically requested in writing, by the contractor prior to incurring any travel costs.  The travel request shall be submitted three weeks in advance, when possible, prior to incurring any travel costs, and shall include as a minimum, the following:


(1) Contract number


(2) Date, time, and place of proposed travel


(3) Purpose of travel and how it relates to the contract


(4) Contractor’s estimated cost of travel


(5) Name(s) of individual(s) traveling and;


(6) A breakdown of estimated travel and per diem charges.

(b) General

(1) The costs for travel, subsistence, and lodging shall be reimbursed to the contractor only to the extent that it is necessary and authorized for performance of the work under this contract.  The costs for travel, subsistence, and lodging shall be reimbursed to the contractor in accordance with the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 31.205-46, which is incorporated by reference into this contract.  As specified in FAR 31.205-46(a) (2), reimbursement for the costs incurred for lodging, meals and incidental expenses (as defined in the travel regulations cited subparagraphs (b)(1)(i) through (b)(1)(iii) below) shall be considered to be reasonable and allowable only to the extent that they do not exceed on a daily basis the maximum per diem rates in effect at the time of travel as set forth in the following:



(i) Federal Travel Regulation* prescribed by the General Services Administration for travel in the contiguous 48 United States;



(ii) Joint Travel Regulation, Volume 2, DoD Civilian Personnel, Appendix A, prescribed by the Department of Defense for travel in Alaska, Hawaii, The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the territories and possessions of the United States; or



(iii) Standardized Regulations, (Government Civilians, Foreign Areas), Section 925, “Maximum Travel Per Diem Allowances in Foreign Areas” prescribed by the Department of State, for travel in areas not covered in the travel regulations cited in subparagraphs (b)(1)(i) and (b)(1)(ii) above.

* Federal Travel Regulation (FTR) Amendment 75 was published in the Federal Register as a Final Rule on December 2, 1998.  This final rule changed how the FTR maximum per diem rate limitations are computed, including extracting lodging taxes from the per diem rates and allowing payment of lodging taxes as a miscellaneous expense instead.  Some contractors may encounter a significant administrative burden and incur substantial costs in modifying their systems to comply with this Final Rule.  Therefore, contractors may choose to satisfy the limitation on allowable travel costs by continuing to use the FTR maximum per diem rates and the definitions of lodging, meals, and incidental expenses in effect on December 31, 1998, or the revised FTR rates and definitions that went into effect on January 01, 1999.  Contractors may choose the maximum per diem rate computation methodology for all contractor travel from October 01, 1999 through September 30, 2002  (see the DAR deviations issued under DAR Tracking Number 99-O0013, 2000-O0005, and 2001-O0003).  Contractors shall use the revised FTR rates and definitions that went into effect on January 01, 1999 for all contractor travel after October 01, 2002, unless (A) the Director of Defense Procurement further extends the deviation, or (B) the coverage in FAR 31.205-46(a) (2) is revised.


(2) Personnel in travel status from and to the contractor’s place of business and designated work site or vice versa, shall be considered to be performing work under the contract, and contractor shall bill such travel time at the straight (regular) time rate shown in Section B; however, such billing shall not exceed eight hours per person for any one person while in travel status during one calendar day.

(c) Per Diem


(1) The contractor shall not be paid per diem for contractor personnel who reside in the metropolitan area in which the tasks are being performed.  Per diem shall not be paid on services performed at contractor’s home facility and at any facility required by the contract, or at any location within a radius of 50) miles from the contractor’s home facility and any facility required by this contract.


(2) Costs for subsistence and lodging shall be paid to the contractor only to the extent that overnight stay is necessary and authorized in writing by the Government for performance of the work under this contract.  When authorized, per diem shall be paid by the contractor to his employees at a rate not to exceed the rate specified in the travel regulations cited in FAR 31.205-46(a)(2) and authorized in writing by the Government.  The authorized per diem rate shall be the same as the prevailing locality per diem rate.  If this contract is a definite or indefinite delivery contract, then the written Government authorization will be by task/delivery orders issued by the Ordering Officer or by a modification to an issued task/delivery order.  If this contract is not a definite or indefinite delivery contract, then the written Government authorization will be by written notice of approval from the Contracting Officer’s Representative (COR).

(3) Reimbursement to the contractor for per diem shall be limited to payments to employees for authorized per diem, as described above, not to exceed the authorized per diem.  Fractional parts of a day shall be payable on a prorated basis for purposes of billing for per diem charges attributed to subsistence on days of travel.  Fractional billing shall be on a 1/4, 1/2, and 3/4 basis.  The contractor shall retain supporting documentation for per diem paid to employees as evidence of actual payments, as required by the FAR 52.216-7 “Allowable Cost and Payment” clause of the contract.

(d) Transportation


(1) For transportation other than described in subparagraph (d)(4) below, the contractor shall be paid on the basis of actual amounts paid to the extent that such transportation is necessary for the performance of work under the contract and is authorized in writing by the Government.  If this contract is a definite or indefinite delivery contract, then the written Government authorization will be by task/delivery orders issued by the Ordering Officer or by a modification to an issued task/delivery order.  If this contract is not a definite or indefinite delivery contract, then the written Government authorization will be by written notice of approval from the Contracting Officer’s Representative (COR).


(2) When transportation by privately owned conveyance is authorized, the contractor shall be paid on a mileage basis not to exceed the applicable Government transportation rate specified in the travel regulations cited in FAR 31.205-46(a)(2) and is authorized in writing by the Government.  If this contract is a definite or indefinite delivery contract, then the written Government authorization will be by task/delivery orders issued by the Ordering Officer or by a modification to an issued task/delivery order.  If this contract is not a definite or indefinite delivery contract, then the written Government authorization will be by written notice of approval from the Contracting Officer’s Representative (COR).

(3) The contractor agrees, in the performance of necessary travel, to use the lowest cost mode commensurate with the requirements of the mission and in accordance with good traffic management principles.  When it is necessary to use air or rail travel, the contractor agrees to use coach, tourist class or similar accommodations to the extent consistent with the successful and economical accomplishment of the mission for which the travel is being performed.  Documentation must be provided to substantiate non-availability of coach or tourist if business or first class is proposed to accomplish travel requirements.

(4) The contractor shall not be paid for travel mileage for contractor personnel who reside in the metropolitan area in which the services are being performed.  Travel mileage shall not be paid for services performed at the contractor’s home facility or at any location within a driving radius of 50 miles from the contractor’s home facility.

(End of clause)

PRESCRIPTION: (a) Use in cost reimbursement, or time-and-material or labor-hour contracts, if contractor employees may need to travel in connection with the work under the contract.  May use in fixed price contracts, if contractor employees may need to travel in connection with the work under the contract and the amount of travel cannot be identified and reasonable estimates of their cost impact cannot be made.  May use in commercial item contracts awarded under FAR Part 12, if the reimbursement of travel costs is consistent with customary commercial practice for the commodity being acquired or the service being performed.  May also use in task orders for information technology professional services issued under Federal Supply Schedule contracts or in blanket purchase agreements for information technology professional services issued under Federal Supply Schedule contracts.

(b) The contracting officer shall insert the text in Alternate I if the contract is a definite or indefinite delivery contract (i.e., requirements, indefinite quantity).  The contracting officer shall insert the text in Alternate II if the contract is a level of effort or completion contract that is not a definite or indefinite delivery contract. Insert text substantially the same as Alternate III when conducting a non-competitive acquisition only if the offeror submits an objection or an exception to the text in paragraph (d)(4) and the contracting officer determines the objection or exception to be reasonable considering the circumstances of the proposed contract.

(c) The phrase “as required by the FAR 52.216-7 Allowable Cost and Payment clause of the contract” in subparagraph (c)(3) shall be deleted, when this clause is used in fixed price contracts, time-and-material or labor-hour contracts, commercial item contracts awarded under FAR Part 12, task orders for information technology professional services issued under Federal Supply Schedule contracts, or in blanket purchase agreements for information technology professional services issued under Federal Supply Schedule contracts.
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