5252.201-9601  CONTRACTING OFFICER'S AUTHORITY (OCT 1991)

(a) The Contracting Officer identified in either paragraph (f) or paragraph (g) of this clause is the only person authorized to issue amendments or approve changes in any of the requirements under this solicitation or contract.  Notwithstanding any clause or provision contained elsewhere in this solicitation, the authority to amend remains solely with the Contracting Officer. Notwithstanding any clause/provision contained elsewhere in this contract, the authority to modify the contract remains solely with the Contracting Officer.  If the Contractor makes any contract change at the direction of any person other than the Contracting Officer, the change will be considered to have been made without authority and no adjustment will be made in the contract or delivery order price to cover any increase in charges incurred as a result.  This Contracting Officer has the authority to perform any and all post-award functions of the Contracting Officer (identified in block 26 of the Standard Form 33, block 20 of the Standard Form 26, or block 31 of the Standard Form 1449 whichever is used as the cover sheet of this contract) in administering and enforcing this contract in accordance with its terms and conditions.

(b) No information concerning this solicitation or requests for explanation, interpretation or clarification will be provided in response to telephone calls from any potential offeror or subcontractor.  All such requests must be made in writing.  These requests shall be submitted to the address in paragraph (f).  Written inquires will be answered by written amendment or narrative explanation.  To be effective, any amendment or narrative explanation to this solicitation must be signed by the Contracting Officer.  Because of mailing time, written inquiries may not be answered when requests are received by the above addressee within ten working days of the due date of offers as specified in this solicitation.

(c) Costs shall not be incurred by recipients of this solicitation in anticipation of receiving direct reimbursement from the Government.

(d) The Contracting officer is the only person who can legally modify any resulting contract or obligate the Government for the expenditure of public funds. The Contractor shall submit requests for modification of this contract to the Contracting Officer with a copy of the request to any appointed Contracting Officers Representative.

(e) Contracting problems, of any nature, that may arise during the life of this contract must be handled in conformance with very specific public laws and regulations, e.g., Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) and Department of Defense FAR Supplement (DFARS), and the Navy Acquisition Procedures Supplement (NAPS).  Only the Contracting Officer is authorized to formally resolve such problems.  Therefore, activities and the Contractor shall bring all such unresolved contractual problems to the immediate attention of the Contracting Officer.

(f) Unless a Successor Contracting Officer is appointed, requests for information on matters related to this solicitation or contract, e.g. explanation of terms and contract interpretation, shall be submitted to the following:

***Insert Contracting Officer’s Name, Address and Telephone Number***

(g) If a Successor Contracting Officer is designated herein, the requests described in paragraph (f) shall be directed there.  Successor Contracting Officer functions have been assigned to the following:

***To be Determined***

(End of clause)

PRESCRIPTION:  (a) This clause is for use in a solicitation and/or contract for commercial information technology hardware and/or software and support services.  For the purpose of these instructions, the word “commercial” has the same meaning as the term “commercial item” as that term is defined in FAR 2.101, and the term “information technology” has the same meaning as that term is defined in FAR 2.101.

(b) This text of this clause should not be altered, except to the extent that (1) it is known that a successor contracting officer (SCO) will not be assigned, or (2) an administrative contracting officer (ACO) will be assigned.  An SCO is an individual or activity outside of SPAWAR 02 that has been delegated both PCO and ACO authority.  The clause specifies that the contracting officer is the only person authorized to issue amendments or approve changes under the solicitation.  The clause also says that the Contracting officer is the only person who can legally modify any resulting contract or obligate the Government for the expenditure of public funds.  If the Contractor makes any contract change at the direction of any person other than the contracting officer, the change will be considered to have been made without authority and no adjustment will be made in the contract or delivery order price to cover any increase in charges incurred as a result.  Finally, the clause says that contracting problems, of any nature, that may arise during the life of this contract must be handled in conformance with very specific public laws and regulations, e.g., Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) and Department of Defense FAR Supplement (DFARS), and the Navy Acquisition Procedures Supplement (NAPS).
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