C-701  YEAR 2000 COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENT--INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (JUL 1999)

(a) All information technology (IT), whether commercial or noncommercial, delivered under this contract that will be required to perform date/time processing involving dates subsequent to December 31, 1999, shall be Year 2000 compliant when properly installed, operated, and maintained in accordance with the contract specifications and applicable documentation. If the contract requires that specific deliverables operate together as a system, this requirement shall apply to those deliverables as a system.

(b) Definitions
“Commercial items” is defined at the FAR 52.202-1 “Definitions” clause of this contract.

“Information technology” or “IT” as used in this requirement, means any equipment, or interconnected system(s) or subsystem(s) of equipment, that is used in the automatic acquisition, storage, manipulation, management, movement, control, display, switching, interchange, transmission, or reception of data or information by the agency.

(1) For purposes of this definition, equipment is used by an agency if the equipment is used by the agency directly or is used by a contractor under a contract with the agency which--

(i) Requires the use of such equipment; or

(ii) Requires the use, to a significant extent, of such equipment in the performance of a service or the furnishing of a product.

(2) The term “information technology” includes computers, ancillary equipment, software, firmware and similar procedures, services (including support services), and related resources.

(3) The term “information technology” further includes for this contract--

(i) Any equipment that is acquired by a contractor incidental to a contract; or

(ii) Any IT (regardless of the source) used by the contractor in the performance of this contract to develop or modify IT under the requirements of this contract, or

(iii) Any equipment that contains imbedded information technology that is used as an integral part of the product, but the principal function of which is not the acquisition, storage, manipulation, management, movement, control, display, switching, interchange, transmission, or reception of data or information.  For example, HVAC (heating, ventilation, and air conditioning) equipment such as thermostats or temperature control devices, and medical equipment where information technology is integral to its operation, are information technology.

“Year 2000 compliant” means that the IT accurately processes date/time data (including, but not limited to, calculating, comparing, and sequencing) from, into, and between the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, and the years 1999 and 2000 and leap year calculations, to the extent that other IT, used in combination with the IT being delivered, properly exchanges date/time data with it. The “proper exchange” of date/time data shall be in accordance with the interface requirements specification(s) of the contract.

(c) For line item deliverables which are commercial items, and which include commercial IT, the terms and conditions of the standard commercial warranty covering such commercial IT shall apply in addition to, and to the extent such terms and conditions are consistent with, this requirement. Any applicable commercial warranty shall be incorporated into this contract by attachment.

(d) Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in any warranty of this contract, or in the absence of any such warranty or warranties, the remedies available to the Government under this requirement shall include those provided in the inspection clause(s) of this contract. Nothing in this requirement shall be construed to limit any rights or remedies the Government may otherwise have under this contract.

(e) Unless specified elsewhere in the contract, the Contractor will also deliver to the Government a report summarizing any Year 2000 compliance testing that was performed and the results thereof.
(f) The remedies available to the Government for noncompliance with this requirement shall remain available until 31 January 2001 or one hundred eighty (180) days after acceptance of the last deliverable IT, item under this contract (including any option exercised hereunder), whichever is later. The remedies of this specification are in addition to all otherwise existing remedies, including, but not limited to, latent defect remedies.

(End of specification)

PRESCRIPTION:  (a) Use this specification in Section C of all solicitations and contracts requiring the delivery of information technology including any equipment that contains imbedded information technology. The specification may be tailored, provided that the basic requirement for Year 2000 compliance is not affected and the date in paragraph (f) is no earlier than 180 days after 01 March 2000.

(b) Use this specification in all Federal Supply Schedule blanket purchase agreements issued under FAR 8.4 that require the delivery of information technology. The specification may be tailored, provided that the basic requirement for Year 2000 compliance is not affected. When using this specification in Federal Supply Schedule blanket purchase agreements, paragraph (f) shall be deleted in its entirety.

NOTES:

(1) The sentence in the definition of “Year 2000 compliant” reading “The ‘proper exchange’ of date/time data shall be in accordance with the interface requirements specification(s) of the contract.” shall be omitted when the purpose of the contract is to acquire commercial information technology and an interface requirements specification is not included in the contract or delivery order.

(2) The report requirement in paragraph (e) is based on the guidance in ASD (C4I) memo of 18 Dec 97 which says, in part, that “Either the supplier or the acquiring activity will test at least a representative sampling of the information technology that is delivered and documents the results in writing.”
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