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                REQUIRED EPLS VERIFICATION PRIOR TO CONTRACT AWARD
It has recently come to the attention of the Acquisition Integrity Office (AIO) that some contracting officers may be making awards without first verifying whether a proposed awardee is on the Excluded Parties List System (EPLS).  The EPLS is a web site managed by GSA that lists all companies and individuals that have been suspended, debarred, or proposed for debarment by Executive Branch agencies.  To ensure that DON personnel do not run afoul of FAR requirements in this area, please note that listed companies and individuals are “excluded from receiving contracts” and “agencies shall not solicit offers from, award contracts to, or consent to subcontracts with these contractors…”  FAR 9.405.  The only exception to these prohibitions is where an “agency head determines that there is a compelling reason for such action.”  The FAR requires that “[a]fter the opening of bids or receipt of proposals, the contracting officer shall review the EPLS” and “immediately prior to award, the contracting officer shall again review the EPLS to ensure that no award is made to a listed contractor.” FAR 9.405(c).  The EPLS is available at: http://epls.gov. 
For future contract awards, AIO recommends as a “best practice” that DON contracting personnel print out the EPLS screen that confirms a potential contract awardee is not listed on EPLS, and make the print out part of the official contract file.
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